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June 3, 2015  
 
Honorable Charles E. “Chuck” Grassley Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Chairman     Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary   Committee on the Judiciary 
 
Honorable John Cornyn   Honorable Charles E. “Chuck” Schumer 
Honorable Orrin G. Hatch   Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
Honorable Michael S. “Mike” Lee 
 
Dear Chairman Grassley, Ranking Member Leahy, and Senators Cornyn, Schumer, 
Hatch, Klobuchar and Lee: 

As the Senate Judiciary Committee this week prepares to consider the “Protecting 
American Talent and Entrepreneurship Act of 2015” (the “PATENT ACT”), including 
the Managers’ Amendment to reform Inter Partes Review (“IPR”) and Post-Grant 
Review (“PGR”) proceedings, the Coalition for 21st Century Patent Reform (“21C”) 
congratulates you and your staffs for the thoughtful, constructive and bipartisan 
approach that you have taken to address the important issue of strengthening 
America’s patent system.   

21C understands the many competing interests involved in this debate and, as we 
have indicated previously, we appreciate that the language of the bill reflects a 
number of improvements in the provisions on litigation issues such as fee-shifting, 
fee recovery, pleadings and early disclosures, discovery stays, and customer stays to 
address abusive litigation practices by some patent owners that have no place in a 
properly-functioning patent system.  At the same time, the bill preserves the rights 
of the overwhelming majority of patent owners to continue in good faith to license, 
assert, and litigate their patents when necessary to prevent infringement.  

21C has also made clear throughout this debate that any meaningful patent reform 
legislation must also include provisions designed to ensure that IPR/PGR 
proceedings are fair to both sides in any patent challenge.  The proposed language in 
the Managers’ Amendment takes important steps toward restoring basic fairness to 
AIA review proceedings, while retaining their viability as alternatives to litigation to 
determine the validity of patents.  These are welcome improvements, which we 
strongly support, and we thank you and your staffs for the serious consideration 
that has been given to these important issues.  
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We still believe more comprehensive reforms to IPR/PGR proceedings are needed, 
and reserve the right to advocate for such additional reforms, in order to instill 
more fairness in them.  We have continued confidence that the inclusive process you 
and your staffs have utilized up to this point will enable us to achieve this result. 

Again, 21C thanks all of you and your staffs for the deliberative and thoughtful 
approach that you have taken producing this important piece of legislation, which 
seriously and effectively addresses both patent litigation and IPR/PGR proceedings.  
Accordingly, our Coalition is pleased to support the overall bill. 
      
     Sincerely, 
 
      
 
     Kevin H. Rhodes 
     Chairman 
     The Coalition for 21st Century Patent Reform 
 
 
 
 
 


