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The Coalition for 21st Century Patent Reform (“21C”) appreciates the opportunity to submit these 
comments in response to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) notice of proposed rulemaking 
(NPRM or “Proposed Rule”) to improve the Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB)’s practices for 
instituting challenges to patents.  Once finalized, updated rules of practice focused on the following 
objectives will protect patent owners from abusive and duplicative PTAB validity challenges while 
fulfilling the original intent of the America Invents Act to provide a faster, cheaper alternative for the 
determination of certain types of patent validity challenges.  
 
21C is a diverse coalition of American manufacturers who rely on patents to protect their inventions, 
who develop and manufacture products protected by those patents, who license patents to and from 
others in furtherance of their business activities, and who, when necessary, assert their patents against 
infringers and/or defend against patents asserted against them.  The Coalition for 21st Century Patent 
Reform represents companies from many different industry sectors and is led by a Steering Committee 
that includes 3M, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Caterpillar, Corning, Eli Lilly, General Electric Aerospace, Johnson 
& Johnson, and RTX (the merged company of Raytheon and United Technologies).   
 
21C is aligned with the following objectives of the proposed rule intended to strengthen our patent 
system:  
 

 Protecting Patent Holders Against Repetitive Challenges  
 

 Preventing PTAB Proceedings Against Patent Claims Previously Upheld As Valid  
 

 Preventing Certain PTAB Proceedings Parallel to District Court or ITC Proceedings  
 

We look forward to working with you and your staff to improve the patent system.  




